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RCV420

Precision 4mA to 20mA
CURRENT LOOP RECEIVER

APPLICATIONS
● PROCESS CONTROL

● INDUSTRIAL CONTROL

● FACTORY AUTOMATION

● DATA ACQUISITION

● SCADA

● RTUs

● ESD

● MACHINE MONITORING

FEATURES
● COMPLETE 4-20mA TO 0-5V CONVERSION

● INTERNAL SENSE RESISTORS

● PRECISION 10V REFERENCE

● BUILT-IN LEVEL-SHIFTING

● ±40V COMMON-MODE INPUT RANGE

● 0.1% OVERALL CONVERSION ACCURACY

● HIGH NOISE IMMUNITY: 86dB CMR

transmitter compliance voltage is at a premium. The
10V reference provides a precise 10V output with a
typical drift of 5ppm/°C.

The RCV420 is completely self-contained and offers a
highly versatile function. No adjustments are needed
for gain, offset, or CMR. This provides three important
advantages over discrete, board-level designs: 1) lower
initial design cost, 2) lower manufacturing cost, and
3) easy, cost-effective field repair of a precision circuit.

DESCRIPTION
The RCV420 is a precision current-loop receiver de-
signed to convert a 4–20mA input signal into a 0–5V
output signal. As a monolithic circuit, it offers high
reliability at low cost. The circuit consists of a pre-
mium grade operational amplifier, an on-chip precision
resistor network, and a precision 10V reference. The
RCV420 features 0.1% overall conversion accuracy,
86dB CMR, and ±40V common-mode input range.

The circuit introduces only a 1.5V drop at full scale,
which is useful in loops containing extra instrument
burdens or in intrinsically safe applications where
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SPECIFICATIONS
ELECTRICAL
At T = +25°C and VS = ±15V, unless otherwise noted.

    RCV420KP, JP

CHARACTERISTICS MIN TYP MAX UNITS

GAIN
Initial 0.3125 V/mA
Error 0.05 0.15 % of span
Error—JP Grade 0.25 % of span

vs Temp 15 ppm/°C
Nonlinearity(1) 0.0002 0.002 % of span

OUTPUT
Rated Voltage (IO = +10mA, –5mA) 10 12 V
Rated Current (EO = 10V) +10, –5 mA
Impedance (Differential) 0.01 Ω
Current Limit (To Common) +49, –13 mA
Capacitive Load 1000 pF

(Stable Operation)

INPUT
Sense Resistance 74.25 75 75.75 Ω
Input Impedance (Common-Mode) 200 kΩ
Common-Mode Voltage ±40 V
CMR(2) 70 80 dB

vs Temp (DC) (TA = TMIN to TMAX) 76 dB
AC 60Hz 80 dB

OFFSET VOLTAGE (RTO) (3)

Initial 1 mV
vs Temp 10 µV/°C
vs Supply (±11.4V to ±18V) 74 90 dB
vs Time 200 µV/mo

ZERO ERROR(4)

Initial 0.025 0.075 % of span
Initial—JP Grade 0.15 % of span

vs Temp 10 ppm of
span/°C

OUTPUT NOISE VOLTAGE
fB = 0.1Hz to 10Hz 50 µVp-p
fO = 10kHz 800 nV/√Hz

DYNAMIC RESPONSE
Gain Bandwidth 150 kHz
Full Power Bandwidth 30 kHz
Slew Rate 1.5 V/µs
Settling Time (0.01%) 10 µs

VOLTAGE REFERENCE
Initial 9.99 10.01 V
Trim Range(5) ±4 %

vs Temp 5 ppm/°C
vs Supply (±11.4V to ±18V) 0.0002 %/V
vs Output Current (IO = 0 to +10mA) 0.0002 %/mA
vs Time 15 ppm/kHz

Noise (0.1Hz to 10Hz) 5 µVp-p
Output Current +10, –2 mA

POWER SUPPLY
Rated ±15 V
Voltage Range(6) –5, +11.4 ±18 V
Quiescent Current (VO = 0V) 3 4 mA

TEMPERATURE RANGE
Specification 0 +70 °C
Operation –25 +85 °C
Storage –40 +85 °C
Thermal Resistance, θJA 80 °C/W

NOTES: (1) Nonlinearity is the max peak deviation from best fit straight line. (2) With 0 source impedance on Rcv Com pin. (3) Referred to output with all inputs
grounded including Ref In. (4) With 4mA input signal and Voltage Reference connected (includes VOS, Gain Error, and Voltage Reference Errors). (5) External trim
slightly affects drift. (6) IO Ref = 5mA, IO Rcv = 2mA.
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Supply ............................................................................................... ±22V
Input Current, Continuous ................................................................ 40mA
Input Current Momentary, 0.1s ........................... 250mA, 1% Duty Cycle
Common-Mode Input Voltage, Continuous ....................................... ±40V
Lead Temperature (soldering, 10s) ............................................... +300°C
Output Short Circuit to Common (Rcv and Ref) ..................... Continuous

NOTE: (1) Stresses above these ratings may cause permanent damage.
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PIN CONFIGURATION

ORDERING INFORMATION

PERFORMANCE
PRODUCT GRADE PACKAGE

RCV420KP 0°C to +70°C 16-Pin Plastic DIP
RCV420JP 0°C to +70°C 16-Pin Plastic DIP

Top View DIP

The information provided herein is believed to be reliable; however, BURR-BROWN assumes no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. BURR-BROWN assumes
no responsibility for the use of this information, and all use of such information shall be entirely at the user’s own risk. Prices and specifications are subject to change
without notice. No patent rights or licenses to any of the circuits described herein are implied or granted to any third party. BURR-BROWN does not authorize or warrant
any BURR-BROWN product for use in life support devices and/or systems.

PACKAGE INFORMATION
PACKAGE DRAWING

PRODUCT PACKAGE              NUMBER (1)

RCV420KP 16-Pin Plastic DIP 180
RCV420JP 16-Pin Plastic DIP 180

NOTE: (1) For detailed drawing and dimension table, please see end of data
sheet, or Appendix C of Burr-Brown IC Data Book.
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TYPICAL PERFORMANCE CURVES
At TA = +25°C, VS = ±15V, unless otherwise noted.

STEP RESPONSE
NO  LOAD

SMALL SIGNAL RESPONSE
RL = ∞, CL = 1000pF

SMALL SIGNAL RESPONSE
NO LOAD
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±0.5% Gain
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RCV420
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–In

FIGURE 2. Optional Gain Adjustment.

necessary level shifting. If the Ref In pin is not used for level
shifting, then it must be grounded to maintain high CMR.

GAIN AND OFFSET ADJUSTMENT

Figure 2 shows the circuit for adjusting the RCV420 gain.
Increasing the gain of the RCV420 is accomplished by
inserting a small resistor in the feedback path of the ampli-
fier. Increasing the gain using this technique results in CMR
degradation, and therefore, gain adjustments should be kept
as small as possible. For example, a 1% increase in gain is
typically realized with a 125Ω resistor, which degrades
CMR by about 6dB.

A decrease in gain can be achieved by placing matched
resistors in parallel with the sense resistors, also shown in
Figure 2. The adjusted gain is given by the following
expression

VOUT/IIN = 0.3125 x RX /(RX + RS).

A 1% decrease in gain can be achieved with a 7.5kΩ
resistor. It is important to match the parallel resistance on
each sense resistor to maintain high CMR. The TCR mis-
match between the two external resistors will effect gain
error drift and CMR drift.

There are two methods for nulling the RCV420 output offset
voltage. The first method applies to applications using the
internal 10V reference for level shifting. For these applica-

FIGURE 1. Basic Power Supply and Signal Connections.

THEORY OF OPERATION
Refer to the figure on the first page. For 0 to 5V output with
4–20mA input, the required transimpedance of the circuit is:

VOUT/IIN = 5V/16mA = 0.3125V/mA.

To achieve the desired output (0V for 4mA and 5V for
20mA), the output of the amplifier must be offset by an
amount:

VOS = –(4mA)(0.3125V/mA) = –1.25V.

The input current signal is connected to either +In or –In,
depending on the polarity of the signal, and returned to
ground through the center tap, CT. The balanced input—two
matched 75Ω sense resistors, RS—provides maximum rejec-
tion of common-mode voltage signals on CT and true differ-
ential current-to-voltage conversion. The sense resistors
convert the input current signal into a proportional voltage,
which is amplified by the differential amplifier. The voltage
gain of the amplifier is:

AD = 5V/(16mA)(75Ω) = 4.1667V/V.

The tee network in the feedback path of the amplifier
provides a summing junction used to generate the required
–1.25V offset voltage. The input resistor network provides
high-input impedance and attenuates common-mode input
voltages to levels suitable for the operational amplifier’s
common-mode signal capabilities.

BASIC POWER SUPPLY
AND SIGNAL CONNECTIONS

Figure 1 shows the proper connections for power supply and
signal. Both supplies should be decoupled with 1µF tanta-
lum capacitors as close to the amplifier as possible. To avoid
gain and CMR errors introduced by the external circuit,
connect grounds as indicated, being sure to minimize ground
resistance. The input signal should be connected to either
+In or –In, depending on its polarity, and returned to ground
through the center tap, CT. The output of the voltage refer-
ence, Ref Out, should be connected to Ref In for the
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tions, the voltage reference output trim procedure can be
used to null offset errors at the output of the RCV420. The
voltage reference trim circuit is discussed under “Voltage
Reference.”

When the voltage reference is not used for level shifting or
when large offset adjustments are required, the circuit in
Figure 3 can be used for offset adjustment. A low impedance
on the Rcv Com pin is required to maintain high CMR.

ZERO ADJUSTMENT

Level shifting the RCV420 output voltage can be achieved
using either the Ref In pin or the Rcv Com pin. The
disadvantage of using the Ref In pin is that there is an 8:1
voltage attenuation from this pin to the output of the RCV420.
Thus, use the Rcv Com pin for large offsets, because the
voltage on this pin is seen directly at the output. Figure 4
shows the circuit used to level-shift the output of the RCV420

using the Rcv Com pin. It is important to use a low-output
impedance amplifier to maintain high CMR. With this method
of zero adjustment, the Ref In pin must be connected to the
Rcv Com pin.

MAINTAINING COMMON-MODE REJECTION

Two factors are important in maintaining high CMR: (1)
resistor matching and tracking (the internal resistor network
does this) and (2) source impedance. CMR depends on the
accurate matching of several resistor ratios. The high accu-
racies needed to maintain the specified CMR and CMR
temperature coefficient are difficult and expensive to reli-
ably achieve with discrete components. Any resistance im-
balance introduced by external circuitry directly affects
CMR. These imbalances can occur by: mismatching sense
resistors when gain is decreased, adding resistance in the
feedback path when gain is increased, and adding series
resistance on the Rcv Com pin.

The two sense resistors are laser-trimmed to typically match
within 0.01%; therefore, when adding parallel resistance to
decrease gain, take care to match the parallel resistance on
each sense resistor. To maintain high CMR when increasing
the gain of the RCV420, keep the series resistance added to
the feedback network as small as possible. Whether the Rcv
Com pin is grounded or connected to a voltage reference for
level shifting, keep the series resistance on this pin as low as
possible. For example, a resistance of 20Ω on this pin
degrades CMR from 86dB to approximately 80dB. For
applications requiring better than 86dB CMR, the circuit
shown in Figure 5 can be used to adjust CMR.

PROTECTING THE SENSE RESISTOR

The 75Ω sense resistors are designed for a maximum con-
tinuous current of 40mA, but can withstand as much as
250mA for up to 0.1s (see absolute maximum ratings).
There are several ways to protect the sense resistor from

FIGURE 4. Optional Zero Adjust Circuit. FIGURE 5. Optional Circuit for Externally Trimming CMR.

FIGURE 3. Optional Output Offset Nulling Using External
Amplifier.
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at the output.
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overcurrent conditions exceeding these specifications. Refer
to Figure 6. The simplest and least expensive method is a
resistor as shown in Figure 6a. The value of the resistor is
determined from the expression

RX = VCC/40mA – 75Ω
and the full scale voltage drop is

    VRX = 20mA x RX.

For a system operating off of a 32V supply RX = 725Ω and
VRX = 14.5V. In applications that cannot tolerate such a
large voltage drop, use circuits 6b or 6c. In circuit 6b a
power JFET and source resistor are used as a current limit.
The 200Ω potentiometer, RX, is adjusted to provide a current
limit of approximately 30mA. This circuit introduces a
1–4V drop at full scale. If only a very small series voltage
drop at full scale can be tolerated, then a 0.032A series 217
fast-acting fuse should be used, as shown in Figure 6c.

For automatic fold-back protection, use the circuit shown in
Figure 15.

VOLTAGE REFERENCE

The RCV420 contains a precision 10V reference. Figure 8
shows the circuit for output voltage adjustment. Trimming
the output will change the voltage drift by approximately
0.007ppm/°C per mV of trimmed voltage. Any mismatch in
TCR between the two sides of the potentiometer will also
affect drift, but the effect is divided by approximately 5. The
trim range of the voltage reference using this method is
typically ±400mV. The voltage reference trim can be used to
trim offset errors at the output of the RCV420. There is an
8:1 voltage attenuation from Ref In to Rcv Out, and thus the
trim range at the output of the receiver is typically ±50mV.

The high-frequency noise (to 1MHz) of the voltage refer-
ence is typically 1mVp-p. When the voltage reference is
used for level shifting, its noise contribution at the output of
the receiver is typically 125µVp-p due to the 8:1 attenuation
from Ref In to Rcv Out. The reference noise can be reduced
by connecting an external capacitor between the Noise
Reduction pin and ground. For example, 0.1µF capacitor
reduces the high-frequency noise to about 200µVp-p at the
output of the reference and about 25µVp-p at the output of
the receiver.

Request Application Bulletin AB-014 for details of a
more complete protection circuit.

FIGURE 6. Protecting the Sense Resistors.

FIGURE 7. Optional Voltage Reference External Trim Circuit.
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FIGURE 8. RCV420 Used in Conjunction with XTR101 to Form a Complete Solution for 4-20mA Loop.
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FIGURE 9. Isolated 4-20mA Instrument Loop (RTD shown).
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FIGURE 10. Series 4-20mA Receivers.

FIGURE 13. Power Supply Current Monitor Circuit.

FIGURE 12. 4-20mA to 5-0V Conversion.

VO = 6.25V – (0.3125) (IIN)

NOTE: (1) RCM and RG are used to provide a first order correction of CMR
and Gain Error, respectively. Table 1 gives typical resistor values for RCM

and RG when as many as three RCV420s are stacked. Table II gives
typical CMR and Gain Error with no correction. Further improvement in
CMR and Gain Error can be achieved using a 500kΩ potentiometer for
RCM and a 100Ω potentiometer for RG.

RCV420 RCM (kΩ) RG (Ω)

1 ∞ 0
2 200 7
3 67 23

TABLE 1. Typical Values for RCM and RG.

TABLE II. Typical CMR and Gain Error
Without Correction.

RCV420 CMR (dB) GAIN ERROR %

1 94 0.025
2 68 0.075
3 62 0.200

FIGURE 11. Differential Current-to-Voltage Converter.
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FIGURE 14. 4-20mA Current Loop Receiver with Input Overload Protection.

See Application Bulletin AB-014 for more details.

FIGURE 15. 0-20mA/0-5V Receiver Using RCV420.

See Application Bulletin AB-018 for more details.
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 SUNSTAR商斯达实业集团是集研发、生产、工程、销售、代理经销 、技术咨询、信息服务等为一体的高

科技企业，是专业高科技电子产品生产厂家，是具有 10 多年历史的专业电子元器件供应商，是中国最早和

最大的仓储式连锁规模经营大型综合电子零部件代理分销商之一,是一家专业代理和分銷世界各大品牌IC
芯片和電子元器件的连锁经营綜合性国际公司。在香港、北京、深圳、上海、西安、成都等全国主要电子

市场设有直属分公司和产品展示展销窗口门市部专卖店及代理分销商，已在全国范围内建成强大统一的供

货和代理分销网络。 我们专业代理经销、开发生产电子元器件、集成电路、传感器、微波光电元器件、工

控机/DOC/DOM电子盘、专用电路、单片机开发、MCU/DSP/ARM/FPGA软件硬件、二极管、三极管、模

块等，是您可靠的一站式现货配套供应商、方案提供商、部件功能模块开发配套商。专业以现代信息产业

（计算机、通讯及传感器）三大支柱之一的传感器为主营业务，专业经营各类传感器的代理、销售生产、

网络信息、科技图书资料及配套产品设计、工程开发。我们的专业网站——中国传感器科技信息网（全球

传感器数据库） www.SENSOR-IC.COM 服务于全球高科技生产商及贸易商，为企业科技产品开发提供技

术交流平台。欢迎各厂商互通有无、交换信息、交换链接、发布寻求代理信息。欢迎国外高科技传感器、

变送器、执行器、自动控制产品厂商介绍产品到 中国，共同开拓市场。本网站是关于各种传感器-变送器-

仪器仪表及工业自动化大型专业网站,深入到工业控制、系统工程计 测计量、自动化、安防报警、消费电

子等众多领域，把最新的传感器-变送器-仪器仪表买卖信息,最新技术供求,最新采购商,行业动态，发展方

向，最新的技术应用和市场资讯及时的传递给广大科技开发、科学研究、产品设计人员。本网站已成功为

石油、化工、电力、医药、生物、航空、航天、国防、能源、冶金、电子、工业、农业、交通、汽车、矿

山、煤炭、纺织、信息、通信、IT、安防、环保、印刷、科研、气象、仪器仪表等领域从事科学研究、产

品设计、开发、生产制造的科技人员、管理人员 、和采购人员提供满意服务。 我公司专业开发生产、代

理、经销、销售各种传感器、变送器、敏感元器件、开关、执行器、仪器仪表、自动化控制系统： 专门从

事设计、生产、销售各种传感器、变送器、各种测控仪表、热工仪表、现场控制器、计算机控制系统、数

据采集系统、各类环境监控系统、专用控制系统应用软件以及嵌入式系统开发及应用等工作。如热敏电阻、

压敏电阻、温度传感器、温度变送器、湿度传感器、 湿度变送器、气体传感器、 气体变送器、压力传感

器、 压力变送、称重传感器、物（液）位传感器、物（液）位变送器、流量传感器、 流量变送器、电流

（压）传感器、溶氧传感器、霍尔传感器 、图像传感器、超声波传感器、位移传感器、速度传感器、加速

度传感器、扭距传感器、红外传感器、紫外传感器、 火焰传感器、激光传感器、振动传感器、轴角传感器、

光电传感器、接近传感器、干簧管传感器、继电器传感器、微型电泵、磁敏（阻）传感器 、压力开关、接

近开关、光电开关、色标传感器、光纤传感器、齿轮测速传感器、 时间继电器、计数器、计米器、温控仪、

固态继电器、调压模块、电磁铁、电压表、电流表等特殊传感器 。 同时承接传感器应用电路、产品设计

和自动化工程项目。 

更多产品请看本公司产品专用销售网站: 

商斯达中国传感器科技信息网：http://www.sensor-ic.com/

商斯达工控安防网：http://www.pc-ps.net/

商斯达电子 元器件网：http://www.sunstare.com/

商斯达微波光电产品网:HTTP://www.rfoe.net/

商斯达消费电子产品网://www.icasic.com/

商斯达军工产品网:http://www.junpinic.com/

商斯达实业科技产品网://www.sunstars.cn/传感器销售热线： 

    地址：深圳市福田区福华路福庆街鸿图大厦 1602 室 

    电话：0755-83607652 83376489 83376549 83370250   83370251   82500323 

    传真：0755-83376182  （0）13902971329  MSN: SUNS8888@hotmail.com

    邮编：518033   E-mail:szss20@163.com     QQ: 195847376 

    深圳赛格展销部：深圳华强北路赛格电子市场 2583 号 电话：0755-83665529   25059422 

    技术支持: 0755-83394033 13501568376 

欢迎索取免费详细资料、设计指南和光盘 ；产品凡多，未能尽录，欢迎来电查询。 
    北京分公司：北京海淀区知春路 132 号中发电子大厦 3097 号 
               TEL：010-81159046  82615020  13501189838  FAX：010-62543996   
    上海分公司：上海市北京东路 668 号上海賽格电子市场 D125 号  
               TEL：021-28311762  56703037  13701955389  FAX：021-56703037 
    西安分公司：西安高新开发区 20 所(中国电子科技集团导航技术研究所)   
           西安劳动南路 88 号电子商城二楼 D23 号   

            TEL：029-81022619  13072977981  FAX:029-88789382 
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